
PRAY FOR ENLIGHTENMENT
Ephesians 1:15-23

15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I 
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who 
believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything 
in every way.

Have you ever heard of someone who “taught themselves another language” or “can 
play instruments by ear.”  Those people can be SO annoying.  Many of us only can learn an 
instrument or a language through a long formal process of learning.  The idea that people just 
pick it up can be discouraging or frustrating to us.  Learning a new skill is something that 
requires a lot of hard work often.  

That kind of hard work is something we train people to value in our society.  The so-
called “Protestant work ethic” is strong in America.  We’ve talked about this before in sermon 
time, particularly when we talk about vacation time and our over-worked populace.  While we 
might not be able to teach ourselves piano, we are sure that with help, if we do enough work 
and put in enough practice, we can become a great pianist.  That’s why teachers and mentors 
so often say, “You can do ANYTHING you put your mind to.”

Such a positive stance toward effort and competence is also evident in the way we teach 
people to read the Bible.  Some of us may have heard in our lives something along the following 
line: “Anyone who studies with a pure heart and a lot of effort will come to understand God’s will 
on a subject or the meaning of a Scripture.”  The idea is that we will understand the Bible 
perfectly (and all will agree on what it means!) if we just study hard enough and in with enough 
purity of heart.  

When we sit down with people from other Christian traditions or people who don’t 
believe in Jesus at all, we see the faultiness of that logic!  Sometimes God’s Word just isn’t quite 
as simple to understand as we think it is.  Centuries of language and culture and tradition can 
pile up and make it hard to cut through the confusion.  What does God REALLY think about 
things?  How can I KNOW God’s will?  Why do so many smart people disagree about this topic?  
Such problems are even more difficult when we are trying to discern God’s will in our lives.  
What job should I take?  Which guy should I date?  Should we have a kid?  Should we have 
another?  Should I go back to school?

Its important in both the practical and theological quandaries to remember Paul’s prayer 
in Ephesians 1.  This passage above is the central thesis to his whole letter.  Paul’s prayer is 
multifaceted and includes the following requests to God, all related to one another:



-That they may have a spirit of wisdom and revelation (probably the Holy Spirit)
-That they may know God better
-That they can be enlightened
-That they may know the hope to which they are called
-That they may know the riches of God’s inheritance
-That they may know God’s great power

Notice what Paul does not say here.  Paul doesn’t say, “I pray that you will spend more 
times in your Bibles, get more theological training, and be more sincere in your Bible study, so 
that you will finally get what is clearly in front of your ignorant faces.”  Paul doesn’t think that the 
Ephesians have an effort or skill problem.  They literally need some better eyes.  They are 
struggling to understand what they need to understand.  Ephesus requires God’s Spirit to help 
them understand something that has thus far escaped them.  

Have you ever had something that just suddenly clicked?  Maybe something that a 
teacher has been trying to explain for weeks that just suddenly makes sense.  The teacher is 
befuddled why it clicked when it did, but they are happy to finally be past trying to explain it.  
Nobody suddenly tried harder.  You just couldn’t get your head around it, and then you could.  
Sometimes our knowledge just sort of jumps ahead.  Such a surge in knowledge is a lot like 
what Paul is asking for here.  He’s urging God to send a special spiritual blessing of 
understanding.    

The necessity of this enlightenment is sensible when we consider what we truly seek.  
We want God, the creator of the universe, to communicate to us directly.  A consciousness that 
is far greater than the fastest, biggest computer we could imagine sending data to our little 
processors.  From time to time God is going to have something for us that frankly is just above 
our pay grade.  In our selfishness and sin it might be hard to hear his beautiful ideas because 
we are so warped in our petty concerns.  Of course we need the Holy Spirit to help reorient our 
minds to something new.  

Ultimately Paul believes the Ephesians are misunderstanding something specific.  (1) 
They do not get how great their hope is.  They don’t grasp just how great the future that God 
has in store for them is.  In their everyday lives they live not as people headed to greatness, but 
as deadbeats trying to shuffle along.  You have been called to something big!  Like Spider-Man 
says, “With great power comes great responsibility.”  We can’t be so busy looking at our shoes 
that we miss the future for us in the skies.  (2) They do not understand how rich it is to live God’s 
way.  Not only are they missing their ultimate purpose, but they also are missing how great it 
feels to live that out.  Instead of thriving in the beauty of God’s rich blessings they sustain 
themselves with crummy mediocre fixes to pass the time.  (3)  They don’t understand God’s 
power.  Our ability to try to change is usually most limited by our doubt that we will succeed.  We 
see someone else run a marathon or write a book or whatever other accomplishment to covet 
and say, “I could never do THAT.”  But God is not short on power required to work in your life.

So some questions to ponder.  Do you pray for understanding?  If not, what are you 
relying on to understand God’s will?  What issue of theology do you wish you understood more?  
Which life question would you like wisdom concerning?  Do you understand the things Paul 
wants the Ephesians to understand?  Do you know that God has great things planned for your 
life?  Do you live feasting on his blessings or your own spiritual junk food?  Do you believe that 
he has the power to do all you need?   Blessings to you all this week.


