
Praying at the Beginning of a Journey

What does it feel like when you are doing something for the first time?  Think back to 
your first car.  What was it like?  How did it feel to have the new found freedom?  Or maybe 
consider the first week in a dorm room at college or the first week not in your parents’ home.  
Were you excited?  Nervous?  Both?  There are a whole host of events like this in our lives.  
Some of us have gone through first home purchases or first children.  All of these moments can 
be major markers for us in our lives.  They serve to end a season and begin a new season.  
People who are following Jesus will find that these moments are important moments for prayer.  
They are times when we should talk to God about the big moments.  

The story at the heart of this Bible study is the dedication of the temple by King 
Solomon.  To remind us of the bigger story, let’s walk through the history of the Hebrew Bible.  
God calls a man named Abraham to begin a new family, and eventually a new nation.  
Abraham’s family swells over the generations until several hundreds of years later they are in 
fact a small nation of people.  They live in slavery in Egypt until God delivers them via his 
servant Moses.  Moses gets them to the promised land, a place God has vowed they can have 
as their own land, and Joshua helps them take control of that land.  After a chaotic transition 
time of temporary leaders called judges, Israel gets a King.  The first King Saul does a poor job; 
the second David is a resounding success.  He makes plans to build a temple.  Until this 
moment, Israel worships at a special tent called the tabernacle.

David’s son Solomon is the one who builds his father’s dream.  It is a gorgeous building 
and a fitting place to worship God.  As Solomon prepares to open up this temple, this is what he 
prays.   
 
1 Kings 8:22-24-Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly 
of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said: “Lord, the God of Israel, there is no 
God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of love with your 
servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 24 You have kept your promise to your 
servant David my father; with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you have 
fulfilled it—as it is today.

Solomon reminds us that the big moments are often the moments that both end and 
begin something.  A first job might the end of a season of education.  A new baby ends part of a 
couples’ life and begins an entirely new one.  Moving into a new home means moving out of an 
old one.  The dedication of the temple marks a seam in the life of a nation.  On the smaller scale 
it is the end of a time of great effort and construction.  On a larger scale, it is also the end of a 
long time of worshipping at the tabernacle.  So Solomon does not forget in the excitement of the 
moment to thank God for the past.  When we begin a new season in life it is so easy to be 
overcome with nerves and requests for God’s help tomorrow that we forget the help we received 
yesterday.  Our moments where we begin new adventures need to necessarily include moments 
of praise for the past adventures.  

1 Kings 8:25-26-“Now Lord, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the 
promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor to sit before 
me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all they do to walk before me 
faithfully as you have done.’ 26 And now, God of Israel, let your word that you promised your 
servant David my father come true.



Solomon brings the focus of this prayer more narrow here.  He is in the midst of his 
entire people.  This temple will serve thousands.  Many different interests and desires and 
hopes are present.  But Solomon still takes a little bit of time to think about himself, his dad, and 
the legacy of his family.  In our big moments it is ok, and healthy, to balance prayers for 
ourselves and the bigger picture.  When you begin a new job, you should pray about it a couple 
ways.  One is, “God, help me to do this job well and help me to fulfill my potential.”  But there is 
also the prayer of “God, help those I work with to be benefited.  Help this company or 
organization do something to help the world.  Help our customers and our shareholders and our 
leaders and anyone else we touch.”  That balance between the individual and the community is 
important in prayers of dedication.  

1 Kings 8:27-30-“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, 
cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28 Yet give attention to your 
servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, Lord my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your 
servant is praying in your presence this day. 29 May your eyes be open toward this temple night 
and day, this place of which you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer 
your servant prays toward this place. 30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your 
people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and 
when you hear, forgive.

At this point Solomon points to a very sticky theological concern.  A temple, by definition, 
is supposed to be a more holy place.  It is the location of a deity.  And if one worships a 
relatively finite god, maybe even a statue of some kind, it makes sense to house that deity.  But 
the faith of the Jewish people always held that God is not finite.  God is everywhere.  God is not 
bound by walls or distance or time.  The fancy theological phrase for this is omnipresence.  We 
cannot escape God, even if we tried, because he is everywhere.  If that is true, how can God be 
limited to a single building?  Obviously, God cannot.  So Solomon recognizes the problem and 
admits the relative silliness of the request that God is present.  Then, he makes the request 
anyway!  

There is a sense in which some places have more God presence than others.  Obviously 
God can hear us anywhere, he is present everywhere.  On the other hand, many of us have 
been in places where God’s presence seems thicker than other places.  Many of us have 
experienced God’s goodness in rich ways.  We’ve met people who clearly had the character of 
Christ dripping from their pores.  When a place or a person or an organization are devoted to 
God’s will, there is a tangible difference.  Similarly, places or people or organizations that run 
from the presence of God can never truly escape, but they can be cold and frightening.  Praying 
prayers of dedication is asking God to be part of that process, to ratchet up God’s presence in a 
place.  It isn’t about God’s ability to be present as much as how saturated an environment is 
with God’s love and will.  This is how Solomon can ask for God’s presence in a specifically full 
way.  
 
Read 1 Kings 8:31-51 (A bit long to be included here.) 

Solomon gives us a blueprint of what it should look like in the end.  If we truly pursue 
God’s presence in our homes and families and jobs and cars and whatever else we are 
dedicating, then we will experience some of these things.  God will bring justice, will forgive sin, 
will bring relief in tragedy, keep promises, bring new people to faith, defend God’s people, and 
give second, third, fourth, etc. chances.  These are all ways God’s presence is clear in a place 



or a person or a people.  Solomon prays for those things and we should pray for God to do 
those things in all the corners of our world too.  
 
1 Kings 8:52-53-“May your eyes be open to your servant’s plea and to the plea of your people 
Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you. 53 For you singled them out 
from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just as you declared through your 
servant Moses when you, Sovereign Lord, brought our ancestors out of Egypt.”

Solomon ends his prayer by praying for prayer (and no there is no typo there).  He 
knows that the journey ahead of his nation and himself as King is going to be difficult.  Building 
the temple was a piece, but there is more to come.  And so Solomon prays that his prayers will 
continue to be heard and responded to by God.  This is a fitting way to end a prayer of 
dedication.  After thanking God for the road before, acknowledging the community and the 
individual, asking for God’s saturation, and seeking God’s presence, we end with a pledge to 
continue in prayer as the journey unfolds.  And God responds with faithfulness that God will 
continue to hear us and respond to us.  

Do we dedicate enough to the Lord?  Are we guilt sometimes of keeping a distinction 
between “our” stuff and “God’s” stuff.  Maybe we trust God with things that seem or feel spiritual, 
but we keep “secular” things to ourselves.  Even Solomon is guilty of that mistake!  As we try to 
know God better, as we try to live like Jesus, we would do well to ask God’s presence into more 
and more of our lives.  When we offer God a role and presence in these things the blessings 
Solomon describes tend to be the result.  


